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WILLIAM COBBETTf 



:i^^sttkidU' 



A. ^ 



) A s^ A . y A. 



rpO be descended from ah iiltjlitri^';fSi 
^ mily Certainly reflects honour on iitij 
mail, in spit^ df this sans-CUlotte^; pritid^ 
pies of the present day; ThiiT is; ;hp#i 
tverj an honour that I havfe lib p#ctensf64 
tp; AH that I can bdast of in my birAi is; 
that I was ' bom ia Old England ; th^ 
eovHitry from whence came ttie men who 
explored and settled North America ; th^ 
^ountl-y of Penn4 arid of all those to whom 
this country is mdiebted. 

\Vlfeh respect to niy ancftsttfrsi I sl||iiF'g6 
no farther back than my gi-^ndfather^ iand 
4br this plain reason, that I nevef heard 
talk of any prior to him; He was a day^ 
^I^Qurcr ; and I have heard jby fk^^ aegr} 
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that he worked for one farmer from th* 
day of his marriage to that of bis death, 
upwards of forty yearat He died before I 
was born, but I have often slept beneath 
the same roof tbat'b&dJihcibred him ; zai 
where his, widow dwelt for several years 
after hi$ death. It was a little thatched 
cofta^j[l?i^5^j(ardpni3ef<irrthe^dD5f^ /It 
had but two windows ; a damson tree shad- 
ed one, and ^^jyi^^^p- of-^b$rts the other. 
Here I and my brothers went every Christ- 
jp[»$j»i]4:.>Arj)itsi^i^tq sg>Qxid a wt^dl^pf ^O) 
Zf^^ Ifif nj^t t^ dpoqr ol^ wofloan wifih etir 
i^i$e.^nd4^SgiLdations*.; S^e used, J:o^«g^Vf 
jM i]c^lk:,.ai^i7ead% j^eai^ast,' ^n^^piile* 

inade pr turf^^ qu^jfrop jcbe nei^bpuf ia;g 
|ieathf ,and l^ec^vfiung l^t was a rps^ 

^IPRedm gfea^j *:.:.•;/-■ > 

. 4iov^jnueli;^f|tip: fe^ ^t, tho? p^ t-cll, tb^ 
naked truth, than tc^UfS^^ tosuch^qiBC;- 
^abiB sh^ts, as- Doctof-rFfaaklia ha^ had 
^ecour^e: to^_,in'>ordeii to persuade pepplf 
that,hif:^pffther^ were i^nof weidt^ afii 
Apnsij^ocatioif ^ N(^ b^gr^ble tO; r^fiei; h^ 
.r€a4«f.t9,ttif; fefjral0.'5::pffipe i»ri^9^£i 
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tbe fame and antiq^ily^of ;his familjry b« 
epp^als to the etymology of his name^ an4 
points out a passage in an obsobte booki 
Virhence he has th^ conscience to insist on 
our concluding^ that, in the old English 
language^ a Franklin meant a n^an of good 
f;eputation^ and oj comiguence* - According 
to Dr. Johnson, a FrankHn was what \^ 
now: call a gentleman^s steward or land^ 
bailiff, a personage one degree abo\^ $ 
bum-bailiff, and that's all* 

Every one wilU I hope, have the gpod« 
ness to believe that my grandfather was no 
philosopher. Indeedhe was not« He i^« 
ver made a lightning rod» nor botlle4 v^pa 
jingle quart of suo->shine in: the: whole 
.course of his life* He was no almanacks- 
maker, nor quack, nor. chimney -doc^x)f^ 
jnor soap-boiler, nor ambassador, nor prin- 
ter's devil : neither was he a deist, ^nd all 
his children were born in wedlock. ^ The 
legacies he left, were, his scythe, his rea|>« 
hook, and his flail ; he bequeathed no o44 
and irrecoverable debts to an hospital : he 
never cheated the poor during ^ Ufe^ mt 
mocked them in his death. He has, it is true, 
been suffered to sleep quietly beneath the 

B 2 
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grteh sward ; but, if his descendants can*! 
sot point to his statue over the door of 4t 
library, they have not the mortification to 
hear him daily accused of haying been ^ 
whoren\aster, a hypocrite, and an infideh \ 
My father, when I was bom, was a far- 
mer. The reader will easily believe, front 
the poverty of his parents, that he had re- 
ceived no very brilliant education ; he was, 
however, learned for a man in his rank of 
'life* When a little boy, he drove plough 
for twopence a day ; and these his earn- 
ings, were appropriated to the expences oi, 
an evening school. What a village school- 
master could he expected to teach, he had 
learnt ; and had, besides, considerably im- 
proved himself in several branches of the 
mathematics ; he understood land surveys 
ing weir, and was often chosen to draw the 
plans of disputed territory : in short, he 
had the reputation of possessing expe- 
rience and understanding, which never 
fails in England ^ to give a man in a x:oun- 
try- place, s6m< little weight with his 
neighbours. He was honest, industrious^ 
and frugal ; it was not therefore wondcr- 
(i^, that he should be situated in -a good 
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farni, and liappy in a wife of his oxrii 
irank, like him, beloved and respected. * 

So much for my ancestors, from whom^ 
if I derive no honour, I derive no shame* 

I had (and I hope I yet have) three bro- 
thers } the eldest is a shop-keeper ; the sc^ 
cond a former, and the youngest, if alive^ 
is in the service of the Honourable East 
India Company, a private soldier, perhaps^ 
as I have been in the service of the King; 
I was born on the ninth of March, 1 766 : 
the exact age of niy brothers I have for^ 
gotten : but I remember having heard my 
mother say, that there was but three year* 
and three quarters difference between the 
age of the oldest and that of the youngest. 

A father like ours, it will be readily sup^ 
posed, did not suffer us to eat the bread of 
idleness. I do not remember the time 
when I did not earn my living. My first 
occupation was, driving the small birds 
from the turnip seed, and the rooks from 
the pease. When I first trudged a field; 
with my wooden bottle ftnd my Sjarchel 
swung over my shoulders, I was bardijr 
able to climb the gates arid stiles; ar^d at 
^he cipse qf the day, tq reach home, , v/as a 
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taik of infinite difficulty. , My ne^t, i^mplof* 
ment was weeding wheat, ^ and leading t 
single horse at harrowing barley. Hocjng 
pease. followed, and hence I arrived at :tlve 
honour of joining the reapers in haarvpst, 
driving . the team^ and holding ploughs 
We were all of us strong and laborious^ 
and my father used to hoa&t, that he had 
four boys^ the eldest of whom wa? but fif^ 
teen years old, who did as much work as 
any three men in the parish of Farnhanr^ 
Honest pride and happy daj-s I 

I have some faint recollection of going 
to school to an old won>an, who, 1 believe 
,did hot succeed in learning me my letters- 
Jn the winter evenings my father learnt us 
all to read and write, and gave us -a ptetty 
•tolerable knowledge of arithmetic. , Gran> 
mar he did not perfectly understand him- 
self, and therefore his endeavours to lcar» 
us that necessarily failed : fpr though he 
thought he understood it, and though he 
made us get the rules by heart, we learnt 
nothing at all of the principles. 

Our religion was that of the Church of 
England, to which I have ever remained 
attached ; the more so, perhaps, as it bears 
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dscrdanie of iray country. As my aiicestx)rt 
.wete: neviec pe^ecujted for their refigiou* 
oplnionsi they never had* an opportunity o^ 
giyingjsQch % singular pnoof of their faitli 
aslDk.vFrapkiia's grandfather 4idv whetf 
}gR ke{M: h^sr.bibie under the lid of a closer 
stbol.^ '(What 9 boofc^case!)- If I had 
bcca^in the -pl&ce of. Doctor Franklin^ f 
igtarir would >lidve related this ridiculoi» 
ciaicunistance^ especially as it must be con^ 
straed into *a boast of His grandfather** 
baviflg an :eiM:raordinary^ degree of venera-* 
tionfbr a bpok^ which, k is well known^ 
he liiibself ^r// no believe in. 
'. As ; to politics, we ^ were like' the rest «f 
the codntry people in England ; that is ta 
iay, 'w« neither- knew or thought any 
thiiag abouit the piatferi Tha shouts of 
♦ictory, or thenaurmaf^at a defeat* would^ 
now and then break in upon our tranquillity 
for a: moment : but I do not remember ever 
having seen a odwspaper in the hoMse; 
and; niost certainly, that privation did not 
renders «* less industrious, happy, or free* 
' Afte», however, the American war had 
continued for some time,, and the cause and 
nature of it began to be understood, or 
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rathfcr inisundcfstockl, by the lower 
of the people m Eaglaad^ vc. beeaant a 
little better acquaioted with siitjocts of this 
kind. It is well known^ tl>at the peopla 
l¥eret as to numberst nearly equally xllvid« 
ed in tbeir opinions concerning that waiv 
^d their wishes respecting the result of it* 
My father .was a partizan 6f the Americans s 
)ie used frequently to dispute on thesobject^ 
with the gardener of a nobleman who liv<9 
cd ne^r u$* This was generally done with 
good humour ov^r a pot of our best ale ; 
yet the disputants sometimes grew .warm^ 
and gave way to language that could not 
fail to attract our attention* My father 
was wor^tqjd without doul^» as he had for 
antagonist, a shr«wd wd sensible ,old 
Scotchmant far hi$ superior in political 
kftow;le()ge ; but he pleaded before a partial 
audience: we thought th^re was but ono 
wise m^i in the world, and that that ono 
was our father. He who pleaded the cause 
of the Americans had an advantagi^, tpp^. 
with y^uag minds ; he had.oiUy tp.repre«: 
sent the iking^'s troops as sent to . cut the 
throats of a people, our friends and nlf^. 
tioQS^ n^^r^^y because they yrouLd.9<^,8iiJ^ 
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lint «6-6^Ve§srohi ^rfdhfe'c^aiite Ws^g^lKi 
td. •S'pe^k'irigto^He^&ssioh^, i& ^VQr^&^ 
to «udcee^ on t^e'umhfoi-meifl. 

Men <5f integrity -'are'' gerfei'diyili^ 
t)t»tihate, Jh aflHcrittg 'to an'opifiic^ft'in^ 
adopted. WhelJier it was tiWing toPtH!^, 
or to the weakness bf Mr. Martlh'-S I'r^oi 
mentis, I will riot preteh'd to say ; "t?dt Ife 
itfever could make i convert of tny ?iffieH 
lie continued an Ainericari, and so ^taufecfi 
koine, that he would hbt ha^^e -Suffeted *1ns 
best Mend to drink success to thfe Ki^§*l' 
firms at his tdble. 1 cannot give ^e V^^ 
Q bettt?r idea b^ his <^fetinacy in tfiis ftsj^Sti 
khd ^ the length tb %hidi this 'dMrett^^ 
ill steritimeht-^as clarirfcd iri iknglsMi tfi^ 
by relating the follotviiig inkdnce, ' 

My Father bsed to tak« one of bi ^vith 
Min eveiy year, to tiie ^edt hbp-Mfr ^ 
Wfey-hill. thfe feii- wi^ had ki "^ '!i!li 
chaelmas-tiKfe; and th6 Jbbrriey w4{, t6W, 
a sort of reward lor tile liBouii bF W 
^thmer. ^ It hlit)i^fted to be nij^ tiSH^lS 
gb thitiier, the ver^ year Mt E<^1 M^ 
^s talten by the ^itisli. A^re^t^Ml 
pmf bT li(^vd6fchknt^ and fsirifieri '^ 
jiij* iittmg db^frn txi sdfljib' as thfe ^dk 

c 
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arrived, bringing in the Extraordinary Ga- 
zette, which announced the victory. A 
hop-factor from London took the papcr^ 
placed his chair upon the table, and began 
to read with ah audible voice. He wa^ 
opposed, a dispute ensxied, and my father 
retired, taking me by the hand, to aqqtb(?r 
apartment, where we supped with about 
a dozen others of the same sentiments^.Here 
Washington's health, and siiccess to the 
Americans, were repeatedly toasted^ ap4 
this was the first time, as far as I can re*- 
collect, that I ever l^eard the General'^ 
name mentioned. Little did I then dre^p^, 
that I should ever see the man, and still 
less, that I should hear some of his own 
countrymen reviling and execrating him. ; 
Let not the reader imagine, that I wish 
to assume any merit from this mistaken 
prejudice of an honoured and beloved pa^ 
rent. Whether he was right or wrong, is 
not now worth talking about : that I had 
no opinion of my own is certain ; for, had 
iny father been on the other side, I should 
have been on the other side too ; and 
.should have looked upon the copipany I 
then made a part of, as malcontents and 
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* ' * .• ' ' < * 

rebels. I mention these circumstances, 
merely to show that I was not " nursed iil 
the lap of aristocracy/* and that I did not 
imbibe my principles, or prejudices, from 
those who were the advocates of blind sub- 
mission. If' rtiy father had any fault, it 
was not being submissive enough, and I 
am much afraid, my acquaintance have 
but too often discovered the same fault in 
his son^ 

It would be as useless as unentertaining^ 
to dwell on the occupations and sports 
of a country boy ; to lead the reader to 
fairs> cricket-matches, and hare-hunts. I 
shall therefore come at once to the epoch,, 
when an accident happened, that gave 
that turn to my future life, which at last 
brought me to the United States. 

Towards the autumn of 1782, I went to 
visit a relation who lived in the neighbour- 
hood of Portsmouth. From the top of 
Portsdown, I, for the first time, beheld the 
sea, and no sooner did I behold it, th^n I 
wished to be a sailor. I could never ac- 
count for this sudden impulse, nor can I 
now. Almost all English boys feel th^ 
s4me inclination : it would seem that, like 

c2 
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. Bijtj itjW^sjipttheseajSdpnctiba^ 
tlie.graji4: fleet vz;a^ riding at aacfaipc a}{ 
Spit;}i«ij)f I had- hi^ard.of the \VDo4eii: 
Wajls^ o|^ Qld i^joglaiDfci :^ I . had forin^ nayr 
deasofa,sbip,,afvi.of,a, fleet; but, wjjal; 
I nowbeidij, sp. far.surpa?ised.wl|§f,:I;h^r ^ 
eve^; bcf p/ al?ie to fiorm a conception of, 
tnat I stood lost between astonishment and: 
admiration. I had, hear4 talk qf the glo- 
ripus deeds of our Admii:aLs and SailorSi^ of 
the defeat of the Sp^ish Armada, ap4 <^> 
all those .mepjorable cpmbats, tha£>, gO€)dx 
and true Englishmen, never fail to relate tq. 
their children a^Qut a hundred timea 3/ 
year. The brave RodncyVvi^tpriesoyor 
our natural enemies, the Frencli and Spa^^ 
niards^ h^d long been the theme of . pur 
praise, and the burden of our songs^ The ; 
sfght of the fleet brought all these into my 
mind;, in confused order^ it as true, hut J 
with irresistible force. My heart was in-, 
fiated with national pride, The> sajil^s 
vfeere nay countrymen; the, fleet belonged:, 
to xny country, .and surely! had my parj:- 
init, juid in all its honours: yetj. thtts. 
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hopo^rsXhad not ean:^ I took t(> my^. 
s^lf a S0(t of reproachr, for^ poss^essuig.iYh^^ 
\h9i no right to, and' resolv^ds ta l^f^vea^ 
juat clain^^ by $haring,in the hardships andt 
gangers, 

I arrived at nay unpins Uteia. the eye^* 
i»g, with my mind fall' of my seafaring;* 
project* Though r had walked thirty- 
milcsj during, tjic d^y, / and consequoitlj^ 
was.w^ wearied, I sl6ptnptanK>mdn1^: 
Itwas; no sQonff day-light, than I arpso> 
and. walked dawn towards the old castdeji.. 
<m, the beach of Spithead^ For a . sixpenfie^ 
giventp an invalid, I got permission to go^ 
upon ,tl^e. battlements :. here I had a closer r 
view of. the fleet, and at every look ipyj 
impatience to be on board increased^ Irxi 
short* Ih went from the castle to Ports- 
qxQuth, got into a boat, and was in a; few. 
minut?;s jon boarfl the Pegasus man of ^ar# ; 
' Thq Captain had more compassion thAa 
is gq^jerally met with in men of his prpfes- . 
*19^:- be represented to me the toils I n^usi. 
tu^4^9^^i^jd the pynii^ment that, the le^j^u 
^??ft^d^P<^ or neglect would subject ro^,:. 
tOf^ H[f p^rsuaded^ me to r^rn hpjg^p^r 
aa4 Iff en^mjt^ he conclude^ his adyi^e;. 
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^itH telling me, that it was better to bd 
fed to church in a halter, to be tied to a* 
girl that: I did not like, than to be tyed to 
the gangway, or, as the sailors call if,- 
married to Miss Roper. From the conclu- 
sion of this wholesome counsel, I perceivied 
that the Gaptain thought I had eloped qn 
dfccount of a bastard. I blushed, and that' 
confirmed him in his opinion ; but I de*- 
dare to the reader, that I was no more 
guilty of such an offence Ihan Mr. Swan- 
wick, or any other gentleman who is con-* 
rtitutionally virtuous. No ; thank Heaven, ' 
I have none of the Franklintonian crimes 
to accuse myself of ; my children do not 
hang their hats up* in other men*s houses; 
I am neither patriot nor philosopher. 

I in vain attempted to convince Captain 
Berkley, that choice alone had led me to 
the sea ; he sent me on shore, and I at last* 
^^itted Portsmouth ; ,but not before Ihad 
applied to the Port Admiral, Evans, to get 
my name enrolfed among those who were - 
destined for the service. I was, iii som^^ 
sort, obliged to acquaint the Admiral with' 
what had passed on board the Pegasus, in 
consequence of whicl^, my request was re-*' 
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Used, «ndj happily e8C9pied3,:S«rcly agjaia* 
xny wilU frpm the^piost tgil^Qme and |)enlr 
lous profession in the woi;!^.. :\ ^ . i 
I returned once moreiJiQ the ploughi but 
J, was spoiled for a f^rmer^ -J fead, brforc 
my Portsjnouth adventure^ : ijieyer know» 
any othei* ambition thaQ thfit of sprj^swog 
my brothers, in the different labQuns of tl^ 
%ld : but it was quite otherwise, nqw ; I 
fiighed (or a sight of the world;; the ilittjp 
island of BritaiiL seemed ^topscjtuill a <:6rAr 
pass for me* .The things J?i which I had 
taken the most delight were neglected ; tbf 
singing of the birds grew jnsi^id» and even 
the hjcart-ebeering cry of theihmmdai) after 
which I formerly used to fly from, my 
work, bouRd. o'ey the fields, and odzsh 
.through . the, brakes and coppiceai, was 
lizard with the rnost torpid indifierwcj^ 
Still, however, I remained ^t home till th^ 
following spring, when I quitted it> per^ 
haps for ever. . 

. , It was on the 6th of May; 1783, that J, 
like Don Quixote, .sallied/orth.tqseek ^<J- 
yontures.; . I was^ dressed, in my, holiday 
clothes, in order to accompany two or 
jthree lasses to Qi))14foj:d f^iir. They w.ere 
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tD tsi^oible at a lionise about threie Mif^ 
^Snoim mf boine, ivhete 1 t^a^ to attend 
tiiem ; but, untbrtutt^«ly lot nie, I had «^ 
*w>ssthe Locl(k>a turtij>ikfe toad, "the" 
tta^^coadl kad jUft t^i^^ the stimidtt dP 
%luli> dnd wae'irdttlkig down towards mt 
M >ft ildieiri^ Wt^. Tlie n^ioh 6f gpiAg t» 
lii^i^n iDibW viyi^nvd iny mkid tili thib 
Veiy ttlbx^att yet tSie istep was cb^pfl^tidi^ 
^ittenStiii^ed Oil b^re the coaich camfe t6 
lift ^ft^t #htki<fe I stood.. Up i jgbt, at^ 
%a^ m'l^)do6 aijdut hiiie o^dock Sh ^ 

ft iriB by xnerfe Accidehl t^dt I hJ^ m^i- 
laef eiibo^ t» deH^y tfae^jrpeittr^cjf thlt 
id:i^. Bisin]g rigged ^^t for the laif, 1 h^ 
^hrle dr ;four 6mwn ahd hdlf^ trdWn f^^ 
(wbich MfOtt certainly I dt^ iit^t iiitetld %6 
^end)v btfcidtt & few ghiliihgi it(d h^tfi- 
ptiacb^ Tiiiii tixf tittiie lill, whieh I had 
bbbH yte^ hi ahi^s^mg^ malted bWay^ Jiki 
snow before the sun, when touched by th^ 
^n^ii of ^ innkeepers and theif waiters. 
in shttrt^ when I arrived at Lydg&y-hiil, 
WMI ha^ paki mf fare, f h^ bdt ^hWlt 
iHilf.iiJcfdwfl in «ny p|tfcM» > 

By g tiammenteBient df &fit gtdidd ttitk; 
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\rfiich has. hitherto attended me, through 
all the situations in which fortune has 
placed me, I was preserved from ruin.. A 
gentleman, who was. one of the passengers 
in the stage, fell into conversation with me 
at dinner, and he soon learnt that I was 
going, I knew, not whither, nor for what. 
This gentleman was a. hop-merchant in the 
Borough of South wark^ and, upon clqser 
inquiry, it., appeared that he had often 
dealt with my, father at Weyhill. He 
knew the danger I was in ; he was himself 
a father^ and he felt for my parents. , His 
house became my home ; he wrote to ipy 
father, and endeavoured to prevail on me 
to obey his orders,, which were to return 
immediately home. I am ashamed to say 
that I w;as disobedient. It was tjbe first 
time I h^d ever been so, and I have re- 
pented of it from that moment to this, 
.Willingly would I have returned ; but pride 
would not suffer me to do it. I feared the 
scoffs of my acquaintances more than the 
real evils that threatened me. 
/My. generous preserver finding my ob- 
stinacy not to be overcome, began to look 
out for an employment for me. He was 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



preparing an ad\rertisettierlt for the ne\*^ 
^aper, when an acqtiairttancfe of his^ an 
attorney, called in to see him. tit related 
tny adventure td this gentleman, whose 
iiame was Holland, and who, happening 
fo want an iindemrspping qulK-driVef^ 
did me the honour to take nie into his ser- 
vite; and the next day saw me perched 
upon h grfeat high stool, Irt ah obscure 
fchatribcr in Grdy*s Ittn, endeavouring to 
decypher the crabfced draughts of my em- 
ployer. ' c • 
^ I could write a good plain hand, but I 
feduldnot read the pot-hodki and hangetsxif 
^r. Holland. Me was a month in learning 
me to copy without almost continual assist- 
ance, and even then I Was 6f but little use 
to him ; for, besidfes that I wrote a Snail's 
pace, my want of knowledge in orthogfa- 
j)hy gave him infinite trouble ; s{o that for 
the first two months I was a dead weight 
bpon his hands. Time, however, render- 
fed me useful ; and Mr. Holland was pleas- 
ed to tell me, that he was very Well satis- 
fied with me, just at the Very moment when 
1 began to grow extremely dissatisfied with 
him; 
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•No p3irt of jmy Ufe has t)e^ tptally mn- 

attended with pleasuite, except the eight or 

j^ine months I passed in Gray's Inn* The of- 

^ce (^fpr so the dyngqon where I wrote w^s 

x^l|ed) was so d^rk, th^ on cloudy day;S 

we were obliged tp bur9 candle^ J worked 

lifke ^ gaU^y-slave frooa five in the raoitning 

till eight ^r nine at night, and SK>i^etimcs 

.jail pight Ipng* How flf>any quarrels have jl 

jassisted po foment and ;perpetual;ebetwee|i 

those poor innoccqt fellows, John Doe and 

Richard Roe ! How many times (God fpr- 

give roe !) have I set them to assault each 

other vithrguns, swords, staves, and pitch- 

.forks,,and then brought them to answer for 

their misdeeds before our SpvereignJLord the 

Kingi seated in his CouFtof Westminster! 

When I think of the saids and sofortfis^Sind the 

counts of tautology that I scribbled over,; 

when I thinkrof those ^sheets of seyenty^two 

/words, and those lines twp inches apart,. n^ 

brain turns. Gracipus heaven ! if^Iam doom.- 

ed to be wrietchcd, bqry mei beneath^ Iceland 

snows, and let me;fe?d on blubber; stretch 

jmt under the burpiiig line, and deny me 

,tby prppitioijs d^ws ; nay, if it be thy wil^^ 

.^qJSfoQajte me with the infected ^nd j^stileiv^ 

02 
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20' . LIJPE OP WILLIAM COBBETT. 

tial air of a democratic club-rooni : but 
save me from tht desk of an attorney ! 

Mr. Holland was -but little in the cham- 
bers himself. He always went out to din- 
ner, while J was left to be provided for* by 
the launidrenj as he called her. Those gen- 
tlemen of the law, who have resided in thfe 
Inns of Gourt in London, kndtv very well 
what' a laundress means. Ours was, I be- 
lieve, the oldest and ugliest of the sister- 
hood. She had age and experience enough 
to be Lrady Abbess of all the nuns in all 
the convents in Irish-town.^ It would be 
wronging the Witch of Endor, to compare 
her to this hag, who was the only creature 
that deigned to enter into conversation with 
me. AH except the name, I was in pri- 
son, and this weird sister was my keeper* 
Our chambers were, to me, what the sub- 
terraneous cavern was to Gil Bfes ;, his 
description of the Dame Leonarda exactly 
suited my laundress ; nor were the profes- 
sions, • or rather the practice, of our mas-, 
ters altogether dissimilar. 

1 never quitted this gloomy recess, except 
on* Sundays, when I usually took a walk to 
Stt James's Park, to feast my eyes with the 
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Vight of the trees, ^ the grass, and the mtz^ 
ter. In one of these walks, 1 happened to 
cast "^my eye on an advertisement, inviting 
all loyal young men, who had a mind to 
gain riches and glory, to repair to a certain 
reiideivous, where they might enter into 
His Majesty's marine service, and have the 
peculiar happiness and honour of being en- 
rolled in the Chatham Division. I was not 
ignorant eriough to be the dupe of this 
morsel of mihtai^ bombast ; but a change 
was what'I wanted : besides, 1 knew that 
marines went to sea, and. my desire to be 
on that element had ratherancreased than 
diminished by my being penned up iq Lon- 
.don. In short, I resolved to join thisgla- 
. rious corps ; and to avoid all possibility of 
being discovered by my friends, I went 
down to Chatham, and enlisted into the 
marines, as 1 thought, but the neXt morn- 
ing I found myself before a Captain of a 
marching regiment. There was no retreat- 
ing; I had taken a shilling to drink His 
Majesty's healthy and his turther bounty- 
was ready for my rweption. 

When I told the Captain (who was an 
Irishman, and who has since been an ex- 
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crHestt friend to.me|):, 4^t I thought xny''- 
6c If c; g^cd ia the marines : •* fly Jesus ? 
tny lad,*' said he, •^and y4>u have had a 
Tiarrow ©cape." Hqitoidme, that the re- 
igiment jnto which i iiad been so happy 0s 
to enlist, was one of the oldest and boldest: 
in the whale army, and that it was at that 
-moment serving in that iine^ iflborishing, 
iand plentiful country. Nova Scotia. He 
<dwelt long on the Ibeautiies and riches c>f 
^tibis terrestrial paradise, and dismissed me, 
ipeitfectly encl'vanted with the prospect of h 
voyage thither. , * ^ 

I enlisted early in l-7«4, and, as peacte 
-had then taken place, -no great haste wa^ 
-made to send reoruits off to their -regi-f. 
iments. 1 remained upwards of a year at 
:Chatham, during which time J was em- 
ployed in learning my ^exercise, and taking 
-my tour in the duty of Jthe garrison. My 
^leisure time, Avhi<?h was a very considepa^' 
ble portion of the twenty-four 'hours, was 
«pent, not in the dissipations common to 
such -^ way of life, but in reading and 
study. |n the course of. this year I learrit 
tnuch more tl«m I h^d ev^r done before* 
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I mbscribed to a circulating librai7 ae 
Brompton, the greatest part of the books 
in which I read more than once over. The 
library was not very considerable, it is true, 
nor in my reading wa^I dit^ted by any de- 
gree of taste or choice, Novels, plays, 
history, poetry, all were read, and nearly 
with equal avidity^ 

: Siich a course of reading could be attend- 
ed with but little profit : it was skimmiml; 
over the surface of every thing. One branch 
of learning, however, I went to the bot- 
tom with, and that the most essential 
branch too, the grancimar oiP my tnotheir 
tongue. I had experienced the' want oi a 
knowledge of grammar during my stay 
with Mr. Holland ; but it fs very probabl* 
that I never should have th^^ught of en* 
countering the study of it, had not acci*- 
^ dent placed me under a man whose friend'^ 
5hip extended beyond his intefeit. Writ- 
ing a fair hand procured me the honour of 
being copyist to Colonel Debeig, the com-' 
mandant of the garrison* 1 transcil^ibed 
the famous correspondence between him and 
the Duke of Rich^mond^ which ended in 
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the good and gallant old Colonel beisg 
stripped of the reward bestowed on him 
for his long and meritorious servitude. 

Being totally ignorant of the rqles of 
grammar, I necessarily made many mis- 
takes in copying, because no one canr copy 
letter by. letter, nor even word by word. 
The Colonel saw my deficiency, and strong- 
ly recommended study. He. enforced his 
advice with a sort .of injunction, and with 
9 promise of .reward in case of success. 
. I procured me a Lowth's grammar, and 
applied myself to the. study of it with un- 
ceasing assiduity, and not, without some 
profit; for. though it was a considerable 
time before I fully conjprehended all that 
I read, still I read and studied with, such 
Bnremitted attention, that, at last, I could 
write without falling into any very grosa 
errors. The pains I took cannot be de- 
scribed :. I wrote the whole grammar out 
two or three times ; t got it by. heart ; I 
repeated it every morning and every even-- 
ing ; and when on guard, I imposed on niy-.^ 
self the task of saying it all over once every 
jtime I was posted sentinel. To this exer- 
cise of my memory I ascribe the rctcntiver 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



fMBSroF yttAdk I haVcr since found it ca^a- 
l)l#,"^'Sttf(l 4b'theiBtfcc€sfs with .which itwii 
i»ttet«ied,- !' dScVibe ^he {fersev<^riince that 
hlft:J^i«o' the.aGi:{^rement •&¥ the littltf 
l^M«^«f;wHi6h^ atn'ni^terlP ' .. l . ; 
';.i3^hfe^ttdy; tvas, tOd, att^^ sfith aAd^ 
ther d^vatflSage riit'kdpit ii^e-tiutef 'mischiefs 
X^^&i ii<?ayS sobdrf'tyi^T^egialat'jn my at- 
teudadds ;^-aM' isdt^b^to^ a d^iii^ 'f^Howy 
liAftC^th iioftie^ 6f \hb^ repflropfe* ^hich? 
cHbgtisd^ so 'na^y • yodng' iiaeni Wi#die a«r^ 

: .^Fheft!- 18 no' ^itii&tiofl whete ta€tit k'sfifil 
sure to meet with reward as in a l^ell-diS^ 
cipUned army. ' Those who ^ommttiid are 
cMigidtS'Tkimfd It foif thei* owft 'ease«nd' 
credit. I Was Motf raised lo thfe tnhk cf 
eorpof M y &' TAtilLy ^which, hdv^ver con*' 
tempt^ble it may 'appear In some pebplis-s 
ejrfes, brought me ib' a clear twopeftce/ft^' 
ifiem, and put a very clever worsted knot 
updn my: shoulder too. Don*t you P^ugh 
sow,' Mr. Swariwick;' a worsted knot is a 
mlich' more honourable matk of distihdtibn 
tiiarf a custom-house badge ; though', I (Con- 
fess, the King must have such people a»- 
tide> waiters as well as corporaisi 
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1^ v«t <»jim*it*»fi^v^wm 

Wpa^^^tW.gffet^ nix f^imenJ^ 'wibipi;^ J 
%c|yfll fayo^K. Xlw iMppy 4*yc *f 4#pi(rn 

ture at last c;^!^!!^ s W^.seg: <^i£rQK»^ll9mfti 

«94 ]|q4, ^f: a, s\im^ 9»4 plfi^^M'pas* 
sR&» s^mH^ ^ H^i^: tin NiQfVft Sieoiaii^ 
W.h^ } first, b^^liditthq ka«^9, mot to sajl 

1k^«. 2 }^g8«t IQ Ustiti i^M tibft ms^lnv olidEit 

perceive nothing of that fertility that.jsgi 
gl^ TBftifQi^ Cagl^lft Wt^kflittflOt.Math 
sp!.niii»pWsligh^> . wtr.-i 

' l^^y^i ^1^ fl)94 90.Ql^er .c^«qiM!i|» 
im» ith^ <<pC noivQ^ltyj, Ever!y. t^iMg i)^ saoo 
1!9$;9^1^i :l>^<. i^.cksM Widefttun|ps^ii|iM9 
qvi^§e% a|i4/ ti^Ur^Qglv: {))«)maod$ .qi 4^(h 
i#ia^ 9j»fl ^Ktoql) ^ilbotit so^ifTSi^ aojiidr 
'^icfis withput. ^<wcking5«. or. shoes. , Ifb 
ILt^ae^t. (hai^n&vor tilipu^tsoff appeo^c^ 
irif' a( 's^iffi .^ithj^isb «/mQ8t reapectftili 
^»r ; l^vit iji:^?,nfew; itfttl<Jv thou^ I, wan 
tiqt: a, qorpor^., I; qftsjt: Qfld«Jied a 'squixe. tsi 
hj^Qg mf a.gj^^qfr^og^ aiidi«y«n.t« taker 

We staid^lwlba £n^wefih9 m IfossbJSecHt 
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ti*,1>fefei^bWl«fWi te St; J(feft'^> itt tfc* jJirdi 
vihcfe ot iSfet^ SrtihsWictc./ tleife, irid at 
other places in the same provincey we re^*. 
mataiKl till the mo&ch of September i^Qi j 
Wi^efi die r&gien^fit wad telle Viid' aiid ^i£«« 
home^ ; ' ^ * ' 

W* lattdfed *t P6i-^mouth on the 3d of 
November, and on the igth of the next 
mnih r obtained t^y dischirgfe, aftet hkv- 
Jiig S6h^d ii6t 4uitfe eight jieai-s, and kfid 
having, in that short space, passed thfoogti 
every rank, from that of private to that of 
^eijeaQt-Ma^or, without being disgraced, 
confih^d^ or evdn re(]irim3nd^» 
;• At teAgthi afftftt haf iftg sAr^ed feiglif 
^e^rs ii the Arrn^, tfutihg seveh of whictt 
t was ^a non^cominissioned officer, I ob- 
tained my disftharj^f and itrhit thb natnra 
of that discharge* ^i»^ ^1 npj^M- fit^ 
the following testimonial : 

^<fi|jr/hr]li|bt Hoi^, Lord Edmrd Ktzga^ld, ci^mt 
manding Uie 54th Regiment,' of wbith Lieutcnantf 
denerai Jrectcrlct is'doloriel-^ 

*• These are to certify, that the hearer hereof, Wil^ 
mm Cc^bett, l^erjeant-Majbr m the aforesaid i^giment, 
{M^sbr?eil}^eftiyaMiSdt(i{khy{<A<Ae c^ eil^ 

fttttW MfSf itmi ci MkA hit! im b^ ttttkoti* 

b2 
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fmssiooed officery ant) of tl^t time he has be^ J^ft 
year^ SeijeanuM^jor to the regiment i b^t having ver^ 
earnestly applied for his discharge, he, in consideration 
df his' good behaviour, and the services he has rendered 
the regiment^ is hereby discharged.' Given, under my 
hand and the seal of the |;egiment> at Portsmouth, thj^ 
|9thdayofDecember> 1791. 

» • r* 

J shall here ?fdd the orders- ijsq^e^ in th^ 

jGarrison of Portsmouth or\ the ^gy Qi[ jfijjf 

^ischar^e. . ,,-. ^ : . • .; 

" Portsmouth, igth Btc\ 1V91. 
*' Serjeant-Major Cobbett having most pressingly ap^ 
^lied for his discharge, at M^or Lord Ed ward, j^inge^ 
raid's request. General* Frederick. hits g^^imedJt; -O^ne- 
ral Frederick has ordered Major Lor4 £dward Fit:^a^4 
to return the Serjeant- Major thanks for his behaviour 
ind conduct during the time of his being in the regi- 
ment^ and' Major Loid Edward :juld^ his most hearty 
|h2|p^s to those of ^I^ G^en^." ' 

After having laid these two pieces before 
Vif reader, I' beg him to recollect wha^ 
has been stated of me. iii several quarters* 
The American papers most flagitiously as- ' 
Sertdd, that I was flogged ih my regiment 
/or.thieyixig>a5n.d afterwards deserting. Such 
^e.the fais^ood& td which'injt Q|)ponjeiit«t 
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have liad. recourse : I hope; therefdrtt,:tlud; 
it will hence appeat, that there could benp 
reasonable objection to my character iami 
to the date of my dismissal, and if so, it 
only remains for me tQ give an accoun): o€ 
myself from that trnic to this. r 

The same infamous faction have asserted^ 
that I got my living in London by ganret^ 
scribbling ; and that I was obliged tQ take 
a French leave for. France, for sonje night 
work. Now the fact is, I went to Franiai 
in Marqh 1 792, and I landed at New York 
in the mpnth of October following^ so thit 
i- had but three. months to follqw ^t garrets 
$cribbliag * * in London. . How these thre« 
months were employejl* it is not:here ne^ 
cessiary'to say j but/that I had npt rtuch 
leisure for gaTibt«k:ribbling, tb(S .ladies >viU 
be convinced, when I tell tfacto that I gat 
a wife in the time. ; 

Before I go any fbr&er, it; seema n^tm^ 
sary to say a word or two about •^ Fi^noh 
leave." Did this expression escape the'de* 
mocrats in an unwary moment ?r— •* French 
leaie I'*— Did they wish to insmuate, . that 
no)>ody but Frenchmen fly from the handt 
of thiefncatchers i : The. Germaas^ ! aui 
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afiisr,thefn tbe jBqglish,:have jipfilnd thil 
^t^^ding. expfeasionL to the; French 119? 
tionj;' but is it not iacomisterit^ jMd even 
BngnttiFul^ for those \^ho are intheintet 
ite6t» Andy fcrhaps, in tbs pay ol th«t 
magnanimous republic* to talk tikoQt 
ff Freodilsive?** It is sooaething eurk>us 
dot this Expression should lind a (^ace ih 
a paragcaf^ wherein I am ?iccujed of 
idboBBig the Fr^iKh* The laCt is» ^ 
friendship pixrfess^ foy tbiase peopb .t»f 
wards tht French nationi. is all ;^riitlsicei 
d^l l^pocri^: the ttioment they are off 
their gu^rd, ihty\et us «ee thit it ift tht 
abotnin^bk system, c^ Fre^clityfiiniiy ^st 
they are. attached tp, and not to jtbe peopk 
of tbat country.^" Frtmih{ leavel^* The 
kof e ci a "^UiMeauf^^ a tki^ s raot Paniie / 
What coold tho Adst piigudieed^ thebifi^ 
terest Englishman have aaad:i»6re.ga)Qing 
and scwreagsnivst ihe.Midiole Ftenolt ha-' 
idoo^ 'Th€^Wf omt against me for: '* iAwt't 
m^*' th« eQr-<>th«(at8 of Naniz' and othef 
|ilM«sV ^^nd: fof awuskig. the dem^pogCMv 
tfivkiM «f ,T«Ub«iry i whikr thcrf iiheMsriiiei 
tint t)sc tvriH^ BdtiaBii.aB dsieiteb : Tbti is 
Aw^dMaKsalic^ wo^ j6f \«iariai|; oiMi sJIddni 9 
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jbirasAho s#etii akd tloMlji dhe^hl^stdt 

t^Lcavingg^kigeiiilMi^rdciBeniit) flRs«ii» 
€tite tlisQiMlvcsi imm t]3ti» hobblev ttf^ fititt 

si9iaii itttuni' ta» < 1193)1 ^adventUfeK^'^nved 
i»> f^aGe>m Idbjuh ^TVHi an(l»tdNtI«eiae<l 
tihei» .tlit thq bd^iuiii^ of:Sep|:eaa5«ri feb« 
]ls#la^, the six' happiest jxsooiths) q£ ncje 

seer-thao dsnbmstedi in^erel tm ipaak. ili' of 
the French people in general... :!k^nttd 
ttat^'dbtMlftTrifiilloHo^i alt! those ps^ujiices 
t)>at!i£ilglishmeaIsnBk ihli'^intb; tisesn md* 
therV<miik, agaiiistl the Hrenc1b£tnd'B^i«rt 
dieir;itc%ioii :, sufini^ week^ ccraviiked'; me 
ikans^i httd been dcceiboed.-with tesp»tt td 
bM^ ' ; ^: met ' ivery > whese ^ tv«t^ ' cimlhif^ 
affii 0iren« hospUality^ inr ai.dsgveei that .|; 
nsvacvi lioMl ,be<m"9ccuisNiinod'td,: L.finiwi 
theipeoplb^uxibng wAomr Ilimed^ ed!bept>« 
if|^i llsosd ithor won < dlrcadijn hiastad: iKdlhi 
d»i .pnnciplea. of; ths, saztaae^ xevahitisai^i 
bouesti^ piaasi- andJidndjtateBoeSK! . / I 
- ^eoptbei msf'Sa^i wiii^.tiiEf pibaaK' abdcde 
IJBa^ausenpjofi-i^eiFBeBadh ipnppitof). notiBr} 
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the did 'govetniamt : I I:: h»w:. odmTersnt 
witb tboCissads) .t>£ t£tem^ i»Qtaerii«i9 
whom did jqcA tegret tbe ^lartgcu; ■ A feCvc 
iiot rooitt hfeife.tcx go iato. aa laqairy. into 
Ch^ : causes .thatihaye kd tibtfsf.^ople tp he^ 
come thfc passive iD^frenoeot^: tfep ^Iftvtfepf 
a set* of tyirants^ .su^h as tixe world riev^r 
saw before; but.t venture to ptf^ift9 that/ 
sooner or later, they will, return .tothat; 
form cf government under which 'they were 
happy, and under which^oi»tbey^carLew« 
be so^again. .. .\\ ; ''';''-*'i ^---'-^ ^-^ 
i My determination tocsettld in ithe^dJnite^ 
States was fctfmed be&rfeJ.went:t6:FiSin£cy 
and even before X quitted ; the , Army.*' i . Ar 
desire of seeing a country,: so' lox^-^^tiie 
theatre of a war of which I h«d hesudk 
and read. so ranch j the flatteringfpicttoecf 
given of it by Raynal ; and, above all J ait 
ihclination for seeing the world, led tj» tx>. 
this determination. It would look a little 
Kke coaxing for me to say^ that I had im^ 
bibed principles of republicanism, and^thafe 
I was ambitious to become a citizen of a free 
state ; but this was really the case ; I thought 
that men enjoyed here a greater deg^rec; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



of Hfcrtfty ^»» «i £oglap<i;- aftd thifr, if 
P9* the pri!«cipftl re^sQU, was: at l^ast oQe, 
for my cewiegto thiscountiy. 

tprfag of i.7{Jt5« as, well to p^rfec* mj^l^ 
io tlw lAngDage* as t!o p^ tl>e iiv4ii|:^< ati 
Ifaci&i but I pf r^ve4 lh^ storm gatbwr- 
ip@ J I sAMf that * wajr with Eijiglanid: wa^ 
inmtahlitf, Bad it] w$s oot difficult to ion^ 
see what woold b* ^ fate of Ei^glisbin>«9 
in that country, where the rulers hs4 l0J4 
sside. tV(3n. the ^ppearaiice of JHstice md 
SMoejB. I wi8bj94> hpw«ver, to see Paris, 
^ndihdd. «cti}9Uyi Hire4 a coap^h.to go thir^ 
then., I was wm 90 the way, when I 
Ijcasdat AbhfviUs, ^?t< the King was de^ 
tlKc^ned) andl hi?^ guards mardered. Thi^ 
intelligence made me; turn off towai^ 
Havre-de- Grace, whence I embarked for 
Ainetica^ 

I, beg leave here to remind theJ reader, 
that one of the ly,ing paragraphs lately pu^-^ 
Jishedi ia the^ l^gJurorih. states, that- 1 
iiciB' in^ipped^ ail? P^ris, and t^al hence I 
!)ear a grudge against" the Ptench repubKc, 
!^.bw.,,, t never was at Paris, as I can prove 
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from the day I entered France tQ that of- 
my leaving it; and, as to the republic ^ 
as it is called, I could have no grudgtf 
Against it : for the tyrants had -not given it 
that name > when I w&s so happy as to bi^ 
it an eternal adieu. Had I remained a feW 
months, longer; 1 mak* np -doubt that T 
shoutd have had to execrate it as-every-^ 
othef man, woman, and child has, who 
has had the misfortune to groan under its^ 
iron anarchy^ '•' ~ - - 

; 'Some little time after myarrival in' this 
ebuniry, I sent Mr. Jefferson, then Secre-: 
taiy of State, a letter of recomn^ndatibny 
which 'I rhad brought from the • Americari 
Aflrtbassfad6r af the Hagu^.^ -The following 
is 4 copfy of the- letter Mr. Jefersoh-wrc>Ce 
me ort that octasiom ' ' ^- ' 



*' Philadelphia, Nav.^ih, 1 2^. 

. "Sir,- - • : . . « . ' 

" In acknowledging the receipt of yojir favour of the 
2d instant, I wish it were in my power to announice td 
you any way in which I could be useful to you. -Mr* 
fhort's assurances of your mcrit^woiild be a suffi^ent i^i^ 
ducemcnt to me. -Publip Offices in our government are 
so few, and of so little value, as to offer no resource to 
talents. When you shall .have been here' some sm'aJl 
time, you will be able to judge in what way yovr can set 
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<kit with the best pr6$peet of success, and if I can senre 
^oa 19 it> I sl^U be very ready to do it. 
« I am,' Sir, 

^' Your very humble servant, , 
*• Th. Jefferson.** 

I will just observe on this letter, that it 
yas thankfully received, ^rid that, had I 
sl;ood'LQ need; of Mr. Jefferspn*s services I 
sho^id- have applied %o ,him ;. but as that 
d^ ^ not appear lifcdy ; to be the case, I 
wi*ote him a letter some few months after- 
^i^ardSj requestiftg him toassist a poor man, 
.the^ bearer of it, . and^ telling him that I 
ishould look uppn the a^istance as given to 
^dBay^lf. I dare ;^ say he complied with my 
Truest, foir the person recommended was^ 
in deep disj:ress, and a Frenchman. 

With respect to the authenticity of this 
letter there can be no doubt. I have shown 
die original, as well as tbose of the other 
documents here transcribed, to more thaii 
iifty gentleinen of the city of Philadelphia, 
and they may, at any tin>e, be seen, by any 
person af credit, who wishes a sight of 
.them. Nor Jf^ve I confined the perusal of 
them to, those who have the misfortune to 
be deemed aristocrats. Among persons of 

F 2 
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disiawt pkets I have Shewh tbtto t6 Mi'i 
Ketletas of New York, who, I niust (J6 
him the justice to say, hW the candour to 
c:q>j'e5S g becoming detestation of the base 
cut-throat author of the threatening letter 
sent t6 Mr* Olddcn. 

I ha Vie now brought nayielf t6 1^ Unlteil 
Stjsttes, and have endbkd tli« read^ td 
judge of me so far4 It remaihls for *t to 
Negative two assertions^ which apply *o mf 
authoiing transactions ; the ofte is^ Chat 
**Mr. Bradford fut «f €(ks^ t^^my^iicii^ 
and the other, that I am, oirhavetK^jn^ **ift 
the pay of a Briti^ Agent/* 

In the month of July, 1?04, the^mdiSft 
Unitarian Doctor, fellow 6f thfe Royal Bb*. 
ciety, London, citizen oi France^ &nd de*- 
legate to the Grande Coriventi&n Naiiena/e of 
notorious mtmory, landed at New*York> 
His landing was nothing to me, nor to iany 
1)ody else ; but the fnlsome and conseqtieii^ 
tlal addresses seht him by the pretended pa*- 
triots, and his canting replies, at once cal^ 
cukted to flatter the people here, and to 
degrade hk country and rtntit\ was soihe^ 
thing to me. It was my business, and the 
fewiness of ev^ery man, who thinks tha^t 
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^th cmglft to ^ x:^;)posed tt> ifittliccaiha 
hypocrfsy; 

%ion of tTiis ** martyr fo tht cause ttf libef*- 
ty," Were i-eady for die pre*, I *d i»*, 
at first, ofFer thetti to Mr. Bradford. 1 
Icnew him to retain a rooted )»atred agaiVMit 
Great ftritaih, and concluded tha^ 'his 
principles would pf event him froita bcJii^ 
iristrumental in iTie publication oi atty 
'liimg that tended to unveil one of its tao^ 
bi'iter enemie's. 1 therefore addreskd myself 
to Mr. "Carey. Itiis viras, to make usfe of a 
culinary figure, jumping out of the fryihg- 
pan into the fire. Mr. Carey recfeived me 
as booksellers generally recfeiVe authors (I 
'mean authors whom they ho^e to get but 
litrie by) : he looked at the title from to^ 
to bottom, and then at me from head to 
f oot.~*» o, my lady** says he, *• I doii*t 
\hiakit will suit.'*~A^ A7^/--God in hea- 
ven forg^vt me! \ believe that at thit 
moment i wished for another yellow fe- 
ver to strike the city ; not to destroy thb 
inhabitarits, but to furnish itit too, with the 
subject of a pAmphletf tliat might ^akt; nte 
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rich. Mr. Carey has sold hundreds of the 
Observations since that time, and therefore* 
, I dare say he highly approved of them 
.when he came to a perusal. At any rate, I 
must not forget to say, that he behaved ho^ 
nourably in the business ; for he promised 
not to make known the author, and he cer- 
tainly kept his word, or the discovery 
,would not have been reserved for the month 
of June, 17Q0. This circumstance, con- 
sidering Mr. Carey's politics, is great- 
ly to his honour, and has almost wiped 
from my memory, that contumelious *• my 
lad:': . 

, From Mr. Carey I went to Mr. Brad- 
ford, and left the pamphlet for his perusal. 
The next day I weftt to him to know his 
determination. He hesitated, wanted to 
know if I could make it a little more popu^ 
larj adding, that unless I could, Jie feared 
that the publishing of it would endanger 
his windows. More- popular^ I could not 
make it. I never was of an accommodat- 
ing disposition in my life. The only alter 
ration I would consent to, was in the title. 
I .had given the pamphlet the double title 
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of** TAe Tartuffe 'Detected % or, Oherva^ 
twns^ &c." The Former was suppressed, 
thpugh, had I not been pretty certain that^ 
.every press in the city was as little free, as 
that to whith I was sending it, th^ Tar tuffi 
t>etected shttnld have remained; for the 
person oh whom it was bestowed, merited 
it much better than the character so nam-- 
tfd from Moli^re. ; ^ 

^'^These difficulties, an^^ese fears of the' 
bpbkseller, at once opened my e)res with res- 
pect to the boasted liberty of the press. Bc^' 
6atise the laws of this country proclaim to 
' tire \?<''orid^ that every man may write arid 
jrabTish • freely ; and because I saw the 
iiewspapers filled with vaunts oh the^ub-^ 
ject, 1 was fool enough to imagine, that 
the press was really free for every one. I 
had not the least idea that a man's win- 
dows were in danger of being broken if he 
published anything that was not popular. T , 
did, indeed, see the words liberty and eqtla^ 
lityj t\it rights of many the crimes of iingf^ 
and such like, in most of the booksellers* 
windows; but I did not know that they 
were put there to save the glass, as a free 
republican Frenchman puts a cockade tri- • 
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cfl^Qi; i|]( hi^ hatj^ to, S3ve his head. I wa$, 
i^pipc^ «£ ^ th^e ar.ccoi^oi the llbert;)!; 

If i^ h^4 SP h9ppenje4» th^ qnft of thft 
ySjl^^J^ B9y&had weot ov^ to England*; 
i|f^ ll^ifl rej;eive4 ^ddresse^ frpflj vp^ ^x\ 
q^^ppojj^t;l?jer?i cong^-^tpjlating^h^oi^ 
hi^ q§q^^. ft^om ^ natiqa of i;uifl5ipns», ^sx^ 
beseeching the Lord, thaj; thi;«i? ,^PH^<^^ 
q^t^ tjtead bi^J^i^die patba of ig/a/^. ^nd 
n^ ;'*• 494 ijf tjMjS^ emigrating " Mortyt^*- 
yj-i^ejC^ijse of \^hiskey> had ecWd hac]^ 
^^y|^i;iti<^ cq^ V^<^^ he. ?ad aU 1^^ 
II^VA^g aid^re ^ rsi h34 been detecteid, 
«B^ ^ffSP^^ ^/ scpiie good Ai?af ri|caa» ift 
I^Ddpi^ >«Qul(}:ij9twc|) ^Am^ijiQan h^v^ 
jj^ve4; tl»ft ^Rgl^us*? of ajjl oienqf virti^ 
jnd, q^^sfrf. ^i^ wtipt wx:^ld,, or rath«i^, 
•^^ wow)f| 9o( h^ve becQ; saJklhi^Q ^ains^ 
1^ grQstigi;9j)ed,prj^ of Gfeat Britain,, ha4 
^n.^Tlgjyi^b, l^pl^Upi; tested hi^ £earsita 
pj)!^)), t^ ti^ths^ \^ hi^ vindpm sho«J4 
^it4a?h«id,i»,J. 

' "Jllift^^e^.t^^tit w;i?vf'9»redi\jT0u^^ 
^W«n3 Jg9iwbroP«fr oi>, thp gubU^erv di4 
l|9ft «ot0^i»/ oo% »»n>inHl>.i one an^cchic^, 
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sifsm 1 aox) i|(et tlate hQ(>Jc^i«r kgxe^ ibr bj^ 
vindcxw-s I For what ^ ^e^aj9$,e if ^ras ^^ 
/»/«/«/• tf»o»|:^. A bfQOJ^eJlier Ir # Sf^pofi^ 
state feariS to pqbli$}ji ji work that is /o^ /^f 
jft»^ ; aod . Qije ib * /r*?^ sjtsi^e, fe^irs |39 
pflbjijh » vpri: th^t is a^oit populttr «HOf*g^* 
I kaiiKjB it t9 tH? lf^W«i(i pWps<p|)i\ear? c^ 
tibke ^^ Age iOf Re^asoia,*' :to de^rmine JQ 
v^lf h of ^s^ :Sit^«8 iC^ere is ^ mpfiit ^i> 
bexty cf t^9 |>r«as ; f'p4*j I ^<ii6t aqkdjjio^v'r 
kidg^t !l^ poii^: is too Qice jFor Pfe y fear if 
fear, wrljfitbfr ifi§{»««d^y 9 govefeig^i jl^r:4 
J3)t»e Kisg* 0r hy 9k ^y«f ^igfi People. 

I shall be told* ^at Mr. B<ra#ord'^ .^^f 

9K?re giptwuile^. U- J»ay be -Ao^ ^ he 

^QH^ to bp » jpor$^t(^t jwdge of ^hf ,91^ 

^ .5 fc« ijjq^ fett^yr ith? jexteijkt <i)f ,the iitjesrr 

ty of the press better th§P l\o^X^. ^^ 

jfm^% fie flifet^kenj but 4bat he w^.sin- 

P^^ ^p^dred-elfarly fropei l^is^.oot pi3ttii!»g 

.hi? iw«w .ftt the bottpRj ^ \the titlp p^gp. 

3&v^ =thp JSiajf^ /A> gff<w«» fQrfiheJ^UHf^r04t 

w5)jch 4id pot apjjear tiil a4>put §i}c iB<Hi?l?s 

rfrttQr»5aiidR, was >*ppb.h^^f»>'«^e:p.ar- 

3(^»sp«s." i(t was jaot prttii iong fti^-t^e 

, fOPfelAQ ih^4^efl the seal of .eppripbiit^li.^Qn 

those .f)ai»pfalc^, ■that 1^ ^<^ J9S&Qi^d 
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with the bookseller's name. It was some-, 
thing curious, that the second, and third 
and. fourth editions should be entitled to a 
mark of respect that the first was not wor- 
thy of. Poor little innocents ! They were 
thrown on the parish like foundlings ; no 
soul would own them till it was found that 
they possessed the gift of bringing in the 
pence. Another singularity is, that they 
got into better paper as they advanced. So 
the prudent matron changes the little dirty 
ragged wench into a fine mademoiselle, as 
soon as she perceives that the beaux begin 
to cast their eyes upon her. 

But it is time to return, and give the 
reader an account of niy gains. The pe- 
cuniary concerns of an author are, always 
the most interesting. 

The terms on which Mr. Bradford took 
the Observations^ were wh&t booksellfers call 
publishing -it together. ' I beg the reader, if 
he foresees the possibility of his becom- 
ing author, to recollect this phrase well. 
Publishing it together^ is thus managed : the 
bookseller takes the work, prints it, and 
defrays all expencea of paper, binding, 
&c. and the profits^ if any, are divided be- 
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tween'him and the author, — Long after the 
Observ^ions were sold off, Mr. Bradford 
rendered me an account (undoubtedly a 
very just one) of the sales. According to 
this account my share of the profits (my 
share only) amounted to the sum of one 
shilling and Seven-pence halfpenny^ currency 
of the state of Pennsylvania (or, about ele- 
ven pence three farthings sterling), quite 
entirely clear of all deductions whatsoever ! . 

Now, bulky as this sum appears, in words 
at length, I presume, that when is. 7^4. is 
reduced to figures, no onewillsuppose.it 
sufficient to put a coat upon my back. If 
my poor back were not too broad to be 
clothed with such a-sum as this, God knows 
how I should bear all that has been, and is, 
and is to be, laid on it by the unmerciful 
democrats. Why! \s. 7^^. would not cover 
the back of a Lilliputian 1 no, not even 
in rags, as they sell here 

Besides, this clothing story will at pncc 
fall to the ground, when I assure the 
reader (and Mr. Carey will bear witness to 
the truth of what I say), that, when I of- 
fered' this work for publication, I had as 
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good k eoat upoh my back, as feye? Mf -• 
Bfddfbi-d, or any of his brother bboftefelkrt^ 
|Jut dn iti their lives \ and, what is tnor^^ 
this coat was my own. No tailot* ndt- she** 
d*akef feVer had.rtiy name ih his books. 

After the OhservatioHs, Mi-. BtadFord dtid 
1 prthlished H ingether rio Ibngdr. Whett ^ 
pamphlet was ready for the presS^ wfe ftiad^ 
a bargain fbt- it^ and I took his hote of 
haiid j payable ih one-, two, ofr thi-fee riic>flthSi 
That At public rtiay knoW exactly what 
^ths I iiave derived from the jiublic*ti6ft8 
that Issued from Mr* Bl-adford's, I heM 
iubjoih a list of them; aiid the sums •!*«• 
ireited in pajtaient. 

I>ols, Centi. 

Observationsi •- ••• \ 21 

Bone to Giia^*^, ht Part, 125 O 

KkkforaBite, ....•..-.. 20 O 

Sp^e to Gqsw^ 2d EWt, 40 p 

Plain English, ...^. ...v 100 

New Year's Gift, \ 100 6 

rrospcc^i ..;. .......M............. 18 t) 



Thfe best <ray of giving the reader aa 
idea of the generosfty of my bookseller is, 
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to tell him, that upoti irty going into busi- 
ness for myself* I offered to purchase thf 
copy-rights of these pamphlets at the ^ame 
price that I had sold them at* Mr. Brad* 
ford's refusing to sell, is a clear proof that 
they were worth more than he gave me, 
even after they had passed through several 
editions. Let it not be said, then, that h* 
put a coat upon my back. 

My concerns with Mr. Bradford, closed 
with The Prvspect from the Congress Guilery^ 
audi as our separation has given rise to 
conjectures and reports, I shalLtrouble th« 
reader with an explanation of the matter. 

I proposed making a mere collection of 
the debates, with here and there a note« by 
way of remarks. It was not my intention 
to publish it in Numbers, but at the eod 
t)f,the session, m one volunnej but Mr* 
Bradford, fearing a want of success ift this 
form, determined on publishing in Num^ 
bers. This was witlxnjt my approbation, 
as was also a subscription that was opened 
for. the support of the work. When about 
half a Nurmber was finished, I was in- 
formed that many gentlemen had expressed 
their desire that the work might contaiai a 
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gocxi deal of original matter, and few de- 
bates. In consequence of this, I was request- 
fed to alter my plan ; I said I would, txit 
that I woiild by no means undertake to 
continue the work* 

The first. Number, as it was called (but 
not by me), was published, and its success 
led Mr. Bradford to press for a continua- 
tion. His son offered me, I believe, a 
hundred dollaris a Number, in place of 
eighteen; and I should liave accepted his 
offer, had it not been for a word that es- 
caped hiin during the conversation. He 
observed, that their customers would be 
much disappointed ; for that \i\^ father had 
promised a continuation, and that it should 
be made very interesting* This slip of the 
.tongue opened my eyes at once. What! 
a bookseller undertake to promise that I 
should write, and that I should write to 
please his customers too ! No ; if all his 
customers,^ if all the Congress, ' with the 
President at their head, had come and so-^ 
licited me ; nay, had my life depended on 
a compliance, I would not have written 
another line. . 

I was f Lilly employed at this time, hav*- 
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mg a translation on my hands for Mr. Mo- 
rpau de St» Mery, as well as another work 
which took up a great deal of my time ; 
so that, I believe, I should not have pub- 
lished the Censor^ had it not been to con- 
vince the customers of Mr. Bradford that I 
v^as not in his pay ; that I was not the 
puppet, and he the showman. That, 
whatever merits or demerits my writings 
might have, no part of them fell to his 
share- 
When Mr. Bradford found I was pre- 
paring to publish a continuation of the re- 
marks on the debates, he sent me the fol*- 
lowing note ; 

^* Send me your account, ^nd a receipt fof the last 
publication, and your money shall be sent you by 

** Yours, &c. 

** Tho. BBJ1OFO&9. 
'* Philadelphia, April 22, 1796 r 

To this I returned, for answer : 

" Philadelphia,- 22d March, Ijgfi, 
«SiR, 
*^ I have the honour to possess your laconic note ; but 
vpon my word, I do not understand it. The requesting 
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of a receipt from 3 person, bcfpre 907 tender of I9c«ff 
k made, and the natc being dated ia April, in place fJi, 
March \ these things throw such an obscurity over the 
whole, that I defer complying with its contents, till I 
bave the pleasure of seeing yoursdf* 

« I am, 
^ Tour most obedient humble sen^nt. 

This brojaght me a second B<ate, ift these 
words: 

^^Fiading you mean to pursue the i*raj|]^r/, which you 
40ld to me, I now make a demand of the fulfitiment of 
^pour contract, and if honour does not prompt you to 
fulfiU[jo\xT engagements, you may rely 00 ^p Mpplyc$ti^ 
to the laws of my country, and make no doubt, I shall 
there meet you on such grounds as will conyinc^ you I 
am not to be trifled Wth* 

•^Jiam 

« Yours, &,c. 

." Tho. Bradford. 
^ March 22, I796r 

Her? ended die corfespondoncc, except 
that it might be said to be continued for 
d3out five minutes longer, by the ^bjearty 
J4ugb that J hestfi^wfid «)a xhk iis:prr^t and 
fioii(iei)iUet. 
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It is something truly singular, that Mr.' 
Bradford should threaten me with a prose-' 
cution for not writings just at the moment 
that others threatened me with a proscco* 
tion for writing. It seemed a little difficult - 
to set both at open defiance, yet this was 
done, by continuing to write, and by cm- 
ploying another bookseller. 

Indeed, these booksellers in general are 
a cruel race. They imagine that the soul 
and body of every- author that falls into 
their hands, is their exclusive property. 
They have adopted the bird-catcher's 
maxim; **Abird that can sing, and won *t 
sing, ought to be made sing.*' Wheuever 
their devils are out of employment, the 
drudging goblin of an author must sharpen 
up his pen, and never think of repose, till 
he is relieved 1^ the arrival of a more pro- 
fitable job. Then the wretch may^remain 
as undisturbed as a sleep-mouse in, winter^ 
while the stupid dolt whom he . has clad 
and fattened, receives the applause. , 

I now come to the assertion, that I am, 
er have been^ in the pay of the British Go- 
vernment. 

In the first place, the democrats swe^r^ 

H 
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that I have been ^> ft»?que«UF vi^^le^* bj a 
oeitaiia Agent, •' mewaing, I sBpp?s^» Mr.: 
Bond ; to this I answer that It is am abQ" 
mm;;^b lie. i neyer saw Mr. 6on4 ^m^ 
tlir^ titties in my lifiB, and then 1 ha4 bu- 
siness with him, as the interpf^lter of 
Fwackmen, who wanted certifica^^ fr^^ft 
him, in order to secure their property \^ 
the conqiwred oolonies, = I aev^t in fny 
life spoke to, correspoitded with^ or ev«i| 
saw, to my knowledge, either of the Bri^ 
tMi Ministers, or any one of their retinue, 
iJfr. Bradford once told me, that Mr. 
Allen, the f^her-in-law of Mr, {iam^ 
mond, said he was acqisaii^^ with me* 
if this gentleman did really say so, he 
joked; for he never saw me in his life, that 
I know of. 

• A little whik after the New Yearns Gift 
«ras pnbli^ed, an att^cl^ wap made in the 
Jirgus of Kew York» o» the wpposed au* 
ihor of it ; in consequence of which, this 
supposed author, or some oqe in his bor 
fcalf ,^ 'took oocafion to observe in Mr. 
dayf>oole*s paper, that it was nn<:9i|did 
to attribute to a gentleman of irrepro^^Qlv 
^le cbarocter, what was weU k{K>^{) to 
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be the work of a democrat . I hud a:great 
VkXiA fiQ sajr, at that timef what I sball 
now say ; aiid that isv that let this genck^ 
Inan be who he will, I thiok myself a* 
good as he, and of as good a charactef 
too ; and. that^ As .to th^ dishonour attached 
to the publication^ I am Mfiliing to take it 
«11 to myself* 

. it \% hard to prove a negajtive ; it is what 
no iii^n is expected ix> tlo ; jet^ I thitik I 
can prO^^ that the Accusation of my be* 
Ang ii^ British pay, is not supported by 
one. single fact, or the kast sbadow of proML 
^(^iUty. ; V 

When a foreign ^vemm^t hiKs 4 
writer t it takes care that his laboura shall 
tie dtstrihoted, whetbnr the readtts lire ^K 
wHltng to pay for dsem or WA. This we 
daily sec verified in the distribution ofKWri* 
tain blasphemous gatettes, which, thodgh 
kicked fit»m the door withdisdabfi^ dies in 
at the wiadow» Now^ has this etar faeeft 
iS&t case with tiie works of WiUiatn Cd»^ 
bett \ Were they ever tbrusted tapoa pea*- 
pli ill spitfe of tbcir itMonsttances \ \ Can 
ISa. Bradford say^^at jdujusaods of theif 
pfam{^Idb8 hove ever beem paid for by aoy 

H2 
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Agent cf Great Britain ? Can he say, that 
I have ever distributed any of them ? No ; 
he can say no snch tliiiig. They had, at 
firsti to encounter every difficulty, and 
they have made their way, supported by 
public approbation, and by that alone* 
Mr» Bradford, if he li candid enough to 
repeat what he told me, will «ay, that the 
British Consul, when he purchased half a 
dozen of them,- iqpistjed upon having thchi 
at the wholesaff price ! Did this look like ^ 
desire to encourage them ? Besides, thps* 
.who know any things of Mr.* Bi;adford; 
will never believe that he would have lent 
hid aid to a British Agent's publications ; 
for, of all the Americains I have .yet con- 
Versed with,: he seems to entertain the 
greatest (degree of rancour against that na- 
tion. ' : c : 
: I have every reason to: believe, that the 
British Consul was far > from approving of 
jonie,':at least, of my publications. . I hap- 
^jeri^dto be in a booksclkf's shop, tmseeil 
hy 'him, when he had the goodness to say; 
that I t^'tia a ^* wildftllmx).^^' Oii which I 
::shaU only observe, that when' thelKirig Be* 
-sto^vs ^ on nae , about five -^hundred • poundi^ 
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«tJQrltDg a j)ear,^ pei^haps T may became a 
tame /e/hw^ and' hear my .master^ xaf 
tkiianttymmt'^ my-frioAds, and my parems^ 
belied and .execi^ated* without saying cyoc 
sii^le word in their dcfetxoe; 

Had the Minister .©f .Great Rritaih cm^ 
ployed me to w^ite, cJan it be ..supposed 
that :fae would not furnish me iwith the 
<means of living welU without • becoming 
jiK retailer of my own works ? Can it bt 
jsixpposedy xhaJt he- would have sufiered: Jiie 
•eyer to. appear on the scene.? ..It mudiie a 
^ery poor Kmg that be sefv^i' if f heacattl^l 
nbt^'afJord me more than I. cah;g«: .1^ 
keeping a \ book-shop. . '^ ambassador 
from a. king of the gipisies, foiiki not havic; 
acted a meaner part,. What! where was 
.all the •* gold of Pitt?'' . That gold which 
tempted, according to the democrats, an 
;American Envoy to sell his. country, and 
two-thirds of the Senate to : ratify the bar- 
gain : that , gold which, according to the 
.Convention of France, has made oinc.half 
of that nation cut the throata:'Qf thctxthcr 
half; that potent gold could not keep Wil- 
Jiiiam Cobbett from standing behind acoun- 
ter to sell a pen-knife, >Qr a quire of paperi 
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Must k not be evident,, too^tiiat^ 
iosepiag of a shop would tak^ u^ H S^^^ 
part of my time ? Time that ww hardly 
worth a paying for at all, if it was not of 
higher value than the profits on a few 
pamphltiis. Every on^ knows that the 
Censor has been delayed, on «:count of 
my entering on busine&s ; would the Mi^* 
Bister of. Great Britain have suflered this^ 
had I been in hi^ pay? No; I repeat; 
thatit ii downright stupidity to suppqse; 
that iie would ever hav« suffered me to^ap>* 
penr at iiH, had he even feit in the least in^- 
terettcd in the £ate of my works, of die 
cflfect they mi^ht proi^ce*. He must be 
sensible, . that, seeing the nnconquerable 
prejudices, existing in this country, my 
bdng known to be an Englishman, woold 
operate weightily against whatever I mtgfaH: 
advance* I saw diis very plainly myself; 
fcnti as i had a living to get, and a^ I had de«- 
termined onlliis line of business, such a con^ 
^deration whs not to awe me into idleness, 
fxt make me forego any other advantages 
that I had reason to hope I should enjoy. 

The notion of my being in British pay^ 
arose from my having now and then 
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taken upon, me ^atjtetnpia 4efencc of th« 
character of that nation, and of the k^* 
teatipns of its government tpwwds the 
ynited States. Bv»t, have I ever tea2ie4 ray 
c^ader^ with this, except when the sul^^ 
necessarily deipanded it ? And if I havtt 
given way tQ my indigna>tton when a hypp* 
critical political divine attempted to 4e^ 
grade my country, or when it* vile calum'^ 
ai^tQrs called it an ** insular Bastil^,*' wh«^( 
have I d^ne mc^e than every goqd man lA 
my place wquM have don^ ?. wh^t. have I 
done mQrp than my duty->-th«n oh^yed the 
feelings of my he^rt ? When a man hear^ 
^is pwntry reviled,, doef ^ reqnire thai 
be shoqJd t>« paid fo? speaking in its de* 
fence? 

Besides, had my works hf»n intended tQ 
introduce British influence, they wgaid h*^ 
assumed a more conciliating tonp. Th* 
«qtHor WQuld have flattered the people <)f 
this country even in their . excesses ; he 
w^yiM h»ve cnde»vaur«i 19 giin ov«f the 
pi^tmk^^ Britain hy smicMida andsoothin^; 
Itrngnage ; he wqvdd have * * laooped to coa^ 
qyec;" he wQuJd not, ml h*ye d«ne, re». 
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dered ttiem liatred for haired, and sconi 
jfor sfcorn/ 

My writings, the first pamphlet except- 
ed, have had *rio other object than that of 
keeping alive an attachment to the consti- 
tution of the United States, and the ines-- 
timabie man who is at the bead bf the go- 
vernment, and to paint in their true co- 
loars those who are the enemies of bot*b i 
to warn the people of all ranks and de- 
criptiohs, of the danger of admitting 
aniong them the anarchical and blasphe- 
mous principles of the French revolution- 
ists ; principles as opposite to those of li- 
berty as hell is to heaven. If, therefore, 
I have written at the instance of a British 
agent, that agent must most certainly de- 
serve the tlianks of ail the'reiLfriends^of 
America. But, say some of the half de- 
mocrats, what right have you to meddle 
with the defence of our government at all ? 
—The same right that you have to exact 
my obedience to it, and my contribution 
towards its support. Several Englishmen j 
not so long in the country as I had been, 
served in the militia against the wester^ 
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Wft>el4,viltt4 had I; hMn called on I nlias^ 
bu^^r^^s^rved-ttw)*' Sttrclyji-inaQ h^a right 
ta)d§feud with his pen,, that^which hemtgr 
be (Compelled to defend with a nausqueC* 
. . ^ to)thc reaU bloody, t^uti-throats, tthejr 
fcanfyr : ;their notion bC .excludiirg. ;nj|fc 
^pois^/.ube .:q£%cl&c..prQss . atill fuajdiea 
A* Wi)ile,r says one,of diaaii, ^*while iHtti 
«L^ fcifiiid t^ thei uffiiniaed irofdaiq of ^ l3ie 
iptm.% w\i^n .exercised ' hy,m. AfaeKican4 i 
^aal. an implacable foe toiits prostitution, tg 
2l foreigner^ and would at any- timle assist in 
ihuotirig out. of jsdciety anyr^TOoddliriglfo- 
irdigriei; iwho shbuld .dare ta^joterferfi in ouir 
(pbUtips* \ hfape .the:;a{iathy of-taif ^^r 
thrcn^i Philadislphia will'inQilongcrb^dtt- 
4uig€i4, i^x^^ thdt :an lexemplary pengiMnne 
-\^iU.;SpQn!]buri5t u{l>bn, the iheari iwf sodacA 

ilp!lg?<.b€.delaye.d..i i;.'. •- :^//r{ c:j :^i:ili 
: .;; *.)'.' ; • . ... W. 'I < V t^i4/W^f^':'{i 
' ' : Aiseliiot yott, 'Mr^'Sw^n^idt/ 4h€ Pwsi- 
ident:of tl^ Emi^ati'on S(3Ji€L§y ? ^Will 
-lhcii;:»&rv as your inkiuatiott is -said 'to be 
•Jlbrithc informatioft' of persons emigrating 
I.from:f6reign countries^ be so good as-to in- 
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sert the little extract above quoted, Itt 
your next dispataches fofr a cargo of Emi- 
grants; Above all. Sir, be sure to tell those 
who are deposed to emigrate from Eng- 
land, those martyrs in the cause of liber- 
ty ; be sure to tell them that this is the land 
oi. equal liberty ; tiiat here, and here alone^ 
they will find the true,- unlimited freedom 
of the press, but that, if they dare to 
make use of lU^^ justice ^ Awwr^ national 
gratitude^ will call for exemplary vengeance 
on their heads/' . ; 

I should not have noticed this distinction 
between. Foreigners and Americans, had I 
not perceived that several persons^ who 
iire, generally speaking, friends to their 
country, seena to think that it was imper^ 
.tinent in me to meddle with the polfii^^s 
here, because I was^ an Englishmanr [I 
would have. these good people to rec<^ct, 
that the laws of this country hold ocfUb 
foreigners an offer of all that liberty of the 
press which America)[is enjoy, and tbbt if 
this liberty be abridged, by whatever neafts 
it may be done^ the laws and the coit- 
stkution, and all together^ is ^a metA 
cheat; a snare to catch the credulous and 
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enthusisastic of every other natbii ; a 
downri^t imposition on the worlds If 
people who emigrate hither have not a 
right to make use of the liberty of the press, 
while the natives haye, it is very ill done 
to call this a country of equal liberty* 
EijuaU above all epithets, is the most im- 
proper thajt cfMi be applied to it; for, if 
none but Americans h^ve access to the 
press, they axe their masters, andforeignr 
ers are their subjects, nay their slaves. An 
honourable and comfortable situation, upou, 
my word. ! The emigrants from some 
countries may be content with it, perhaps:: 
I would not say, that the ** Martyrs in the 
caiBC of liberty •' from England, would 
• not quietly bend beneath the yokfe^ as, in- 
deed, they are in duty bognd to do ; but, 
for my part, who have riot the ambition 
ito aspire to the crown of eiartyrdpini I 
must and I will . bp exwjsed; Either the lavtf-s 
shall .be'alttrcd, or 1 will qoutiowe to avail 
.mysdf of the liberty JEhat they hejd put ^ 
.jftie,, /EQd that partly templed merCo tljc 
.c^itotry. Wheu an act is passed for ex- 
cluding Englishmen from exercising th^ir 
t&l^ts, *nd fwm prcM»v»lgating what they 
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^passed to prevent pedpk ^octt einigr^ting 

bade again* . . ' : 

Before I conclude, & seems necessary to 

•say a word or two ^boot the ^niiserable shift 

-whidi the <iemoa*ats have had recourse to, 

-re6pe<:tsing' the infa-tnoiis ifefeter di €iii%m 

Hint. They now pretend, that I febti- 

xated it myself, though 1' JiaVe jp>ubiicly 

-ifeclared, that it. was delivered into my 

hapd:i by a gentleman df reputation^ whote 

' name I have mentioHedi - Carf any oni$.be 

-stqpid tnough to iimgfriei yhat'lvv'4Arfd, 

'particularly ^t' this time^ . have irbft tlie 

- risk ■ of • being * detected in such* a i^awa^Q I 
busih^iss? Aiwi, how could it/have beeii 
tifiddrtakeh withoujt ruAdia^ that <pi«k>? 
Had I written it ttiy^elf^'bhertiWDaldihave 

^beten itiy hand*wHt(«g ag^init-wif^- and 
had 'I".etoploj^ed^«iiKtth9r^ ItKktr Jthear^m 
-haVe-bdWayeid kife';-lJetaighrli£'ve^Irtiifhfed 
'me inf^the Qpii4iQn4f>ll those^ whdin it is 

- my interest as ^Vill . afr- fny i>riti€f ''>to -be 
~ esteemed by j 0r,-af^bt5t, I-shoiifldheveibeeti 

at hii tnercy foi^^^'^ ftft*rw&Vdfc%'- ; • • 
\ Besides ..the- gr«e^ tifk- df dfetectibn, Ut 
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any one poin,t out, if he can, what end 
I could propofse to myself by such a device. 
As to makii^ my shop and myself known, 
I presume I/did not staqd in need of a scare- 
pPim^JtS effect that, when the kind demo-^ 
crats themselves had published to the whole 
JJnion, that I had takei^ the hquse in 
which I live, for the purpose of retailipg 
xijy *' poison,'* as they called it, and ha4 
|(venTia4 the candour to teU the lyorld, 
that I had paid'my rent in advance^ 



Thus far has ^r. Cobbet written his 
own Life ; and as we do not consider our- 
selves as justified in adding any thing to 

jthis inimitable biography, we conceive it 

(our duty to terininate it here, 



7HB END. 



' jLoBdoa : Printtd by B. M^MiiUn, 3 
BtvSttcetvCtvcQtGafdbea. J 
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